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Seasonal Residents Pay More than a Fair Share 
 
Several weeks ago the Eagle Review printed a dialogue between readers Greg and Judy McQueary and 
Patrick Schulta over increased recreational fees for nonresidents.  Mr. Schulta’s argument that if they 
can afford to homes they should pay more might be a nice socialist approach to life but it’s not the 
American Way. If that were the case, Wisconsin should reduce resident fees for the thousands of poor 
and indigent in the state –which it does not.  Mr. Schulta’s vitriolic tirade against 
“whining…greedy….wealthy…conservative” seasonal residents reflects –thankfully-- a dying breed of 
Wisconsin citizenry who seem to have more prejudice than fact.  The fact is that over 100,000 of these 
families pick up more than their fair share of property taxes that otherwise would have to be paid for by 
the likes of Mr. Schulta –putting an even greater hardship on many northern communities than already 
exits.  The fact is that seasonal residents are contributing more than their fair share to put Wisconsin 
children through school –without themselves putting a burden on the educational system. The fact is that 
this group has chosen Wisconsin as a place to spend tens of millions in discretionary income thereby 
contributing to the support of local merchants throughout the year.  So ask yourself, is it “fair” for the 
State to take all this money and then deny a few dollars off a license as a gesture of Wisconsin 
hospitality? When Greg and Judy McQueary suggest “they need a break” they speak for thousands 
waiting for Wisconsin to show some equity between full-time and seasonal residents. 
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